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SECTION A




READING COMPREHENSION (SEEN)




Answer either from Group A or from Group B






GROUP - A






New Syllabus

1. 
Read the following paragraphs carefully and answer the questions that follow :

‘I swear I can give no more this day if I am to feed my own even nothing but

noodles…but here is this old man. Well, I will give him the bit of silver I earned to-day against tomorrow and trust to tomorrow again.  If my own old father had been alive I would have given it to him.’

He brought out of his ragged girdle a bit of silver coin, and after a moment’s

hesitation and muttering, he added to it a copper penny.

‘There, old father’, he said with a sort of bitter heartiness, ‘let me see you eat 


noodles.’

The old man lifted his head slowly. When he saw the silver he would not take 

it. He said :

‘Sir, I did not beg of you. Sir, we have good land and we have never been starving like this before, having such good land. But this year the river rose and men starve even on good land at such times. Sir, we now have no seed left.  We have eaten our seed. I told them, we cannot eat the seed, but they were young and hungry and they ate it.’

(a)    Complete the following with information from the text:   2 x 3 = 6

(i)  The passer-by decided to give ‘the bit of silver’ to the old man because


      ________________________________________________________


      ________________________________________________________.

(ii)  The old man refused to accept the money because_________________

                 ________________________________________________________

                 _________________________________________________________.
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(iii)  The refugees had no seed left because_________________________

              ________________________________________________________

             ________________________________________________________.

(b)    Complete the chart with information from the passage : 1 x 3 = 3


                    
Action




When

    (i)   The passer-by earned    

                       the silver coin.        

                (ii)  The old man lifted his

                       head slowly.



  

   (iii) The old man would not

          take the silver coin.  



(c) Put a tick () mark against the right answer in the box on the

                  right-hand side.

     The above text is taken from :


    (i)    an essay         


  (ii)    a story




 (iii)  a drama

 


(iv)  a biography







4

2.
Read the poem given below and answer the questions that follow :

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now

Is hung with bloom along the bough,

And stands about the woodland ride

Wearing white for Eastertide.

Now, of my three score years and ten,

Twenty will not come again,

And take from seventy springs a score,

It only leaves me fifty more.

And since to look at things in bloom

Fifty springs are little room,

About the woodlands I will go

To see the cherry hung with snow.

  (a)  (i)  Describe, after the poet, the beauty of the cherry tree.

    2 x 4 = 8





       (ii) How old was the poet when he wrote the poem ?







      (iii) Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘seventy springs’.


      (iv) Why does the poet decide to go about the woodlands ?


    

     (b)   The statements given below are either True or False.  Write ‘T’ for True

     
 and ‘F’ for False in the boxes on the right-hand side :

1 x 2 = 2


(i) The poet writes about the season of writer.      




(ii)
 The word ‘room’ in the poem means ‘time’.

5

GROUP – B

             Old Syllabus

1.  Read the following passage and answer the questions below :

One of the best known stories by Edger Allan Poe (1809-1849), an American author;

concerns the stealing of a letter. It was a very important letter, and the man who stole it was able to gain great political advantage for himself through having it.  The police knew that it was still in his possession, and they knew quite well who the man was.  But where the letter was hidden was a mystery.  He was not carrying it about with him, for the police had more than once arranged for him to be attacked, as if by robbers, and thoroughly searched, but without result. It was clear to the police that the letter was cleverly hidden somewhere in the man’s house, and they used all their professional skills in trying to find it. They examined, as they thought, every square, inch of the rooms ; they took  the furniture to pieces ; they made sure that there were no secret drawers I desks or hollow places in walls ; they looked under the floors ; they even satisfied themselves that the letter had not been buried anywhere near the house.  All their efforts were in vain. A large reward was offered for the return of the missing letter. But the mystery remained. Where was the letter ?

(a) Complete the following with information from the text :

        2 x 3 = 6

(i)  The police  acted mechanically because__________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________.

(ii) Though the police made a thorough search for the letter, ____________________

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________.

(iii) In order to get the missing letter back the police declared___________________

_________________________________________________________________ 


_________________________________________________________________

(b)  Some of the statements below are True  and some are False.  Write ‘T’ for True       

       and ‘F’ for False in the boxes on the right-hand side :

        1 x 4 = 4

(i) Edgar Allan Poe was a British writer.







(ii) The police did not know the man who had stolen the letter.



(iii) The stolen letter was hidden somewhere in the man’s house.



(iv) The police looked under the floors to find the letter.
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2.
Read the paragraphs below and answer the following questions:

The porter asked Michael Faraday to wait at the wooden bench by the window. As he sat there, he became acutely conscious of the stillness of the room. It made him feel thousands of miles away from the noisy streets and shops and general clatter of London. He became conscious of the sound of his own breathing. Sitting here was like sitting in the comforting stillness of a beautiful cathedral.

Suddenly he was roused from his dreamlike state. A man was approaching. Michael looked up and for a brief moment he did not recognize Sir Humphry Davy. He had seen him before but only from a distance.  At that time he was dignified figure on the lecture platform, dressed in a professor’s black coat. Now he saw a slim, round-shouldered man of medium height, with brilliant dark eyes. The face was oval and determined chin seemed out of keeping with the soft mouth about which hovered a friendly, almost shy smile.

(a)   Completed each of the following statements with information from the text

   above :







        2 x 3 = 6



  (i)  Michael Faraday was in a dreamlike state while_______________________


        _____________________________________________________________


        _____________________________________________________________.

(ii)  Faraday could not recognize Sir Humphry Davy at first because___________

       ______________________________________________________________

       ______________________________________________________________.


(iii) When Faraday saw Sir Davy in the past, he was dressed_________________

        _____________________________________________________________

        _____________________________________________________________.

(b) Some of the statements below are True and some are False.  Write ‘T’ or ‘F’


 accordingly in the boxes on the right-hand side :


         1 x 4 = 4



(i)    The interview took place far away from London.






(ii)   Faraday had seen Sir Davy before the interview took place.





(iii)  Faraday was so nervous that he could hear his own breathing.





(iv)  The room was as still as a cathedral.
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READING COMPREHENSION (UNSEEN)

3.    Read the text below and answer the following questions :

There are hundreds of organizations working all over the world for the elimination of leprosy, but the 66-year-old Japanese social worker Yohei Sasakawa has gone a step farther.

Sasakawa has brought to the notice of the United Nations Sub-committee on protection of Human Rights the great level of social discrimination that is prevailing along with leprosy.  Though the disease is purely curable, a patient is not accepted in the social fold even after he or she has been completely cured.

In spite of curing some 14 million people world-wide and some 10 million people in India by his Nippon Foundation, Sasakawa has found that these patients have not been totally rehabilitated by the society. Apart from taking up the matter with the UN platform, he is also trying to make the ‘cured’ people speak out and tell people how they have won the battle against the disease and are now living a normal life.

A.    Fill in the following chart with information from the passage above : 1 x 10 = 10



(a)  Yohei Sasakawa is a













(b)  His age is


(c) He has worked for



(d) Leprosy is



(e) Even after the patient is cured


     of  the disease, he/she


     is not










(f) As a result, leprosy


     patients face the problem of










(g) All over the world the Nippon


     Foundation has cured some










(h) In India alone, it has cured 









(i) Yohei Sasakawa has taken








     up the matter with









(j) He is also trying to make

     ‘cured’ people tell others
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B.   Some of the following statements are True and some are False. Write ‘T’ or ‘F’ 

accordingly in the boxes on the right-hand side. Pick out also the relevant sentence or part of a sentence in support of your answer.

        2 x 4 = 8


(i)    Not many organizations are working for lepers.






  Supporting statement:_______________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


(ii)  Sasakawa and his Foundation have done a very good job in the 

  elimination of leprosy all over the world.







  Supporting statement :______________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________

(iii)  Social rehabilitation of leprosy patients after their cure is


   still a problem.







 


   Supporting statement :_____________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


  ________________________________________________________________


(iv)  The UN has a body to look after Human Rights.






   Supporting statement :_____________________________________________


   _______________________________________________________________


   _______________________________________________________________


   _______________________________________________________________
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C.   Put a (√) mark against the most appropriate title for the text.

        2

(i)   Elimination of leprosy










(ii)  Sasakawa’s efforts to rehabilitate the leprosy patients.




(iii) The UN and protection of Human Rights.




SECTION — B

  GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY

4.  Fill in the blanks with appropriate articles and prepositions :
1 x 4 = 4

The disappearance of Subhas Chandra Bose________August 18, 1945 remains 

     Still__________ unsolved mystery.  There is no definite evidence of ___________ 

     unfortunate plane crash or of Netaji being____________ the plane at all.

5.   Do as directed :







1 x 4 = 4

(a)  He was a famous man. His fame spread throughout the world. (Join the sentences   

       using a nominal compound).

       Ans._____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.

(b)  He is very old. He cannot walk fast. (Rewrite using ‘too’and ‘to’).

      Ans._____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.
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(c)    ‘Let’s sit down here and talk the matter over’, said Sir Davy to Faraday. (Put in

         Indirect Narration)

         Ans._____________________________________________________________

         _________________________________________________________________

         _________________________________________________________________

(d)     The little children saw the Giant. He was playing in the garden. (Join with a

         relative clause)

         Ans.___________________________________________________________

        _______________________________________________________________

        _______________________________________________________________

6.    Choose the phrasal verbs from the list given below to replace the words

underlined. Write the correct phrasal verbs in the boxes on the right-hand side. You may have to change the form, when necessary. There is one extra phrasal verb in the list.







         1 x 4 = 4

(a) The death penalty has been abolished in

many European countries.



  

(b)  The patient has recovered after prolonged


  illness.









(c)  The villagers were chasing the herd of


   elephants.







(d)  The girl resembles her mother.



[ List of phrasal verbs :  run after, make for, do away with, take after, come round ].

7.   Given below are the meanings of four words which you will find in the passage  

      in the passage in Question No. 3. Find out those words and write them in the  

      appropriate boxes on the right-hand side :

(i) removal of getting rid of






    (ii)        practice of treating a particular group in


     society less fairly than others



(iii)      brought back to useful life again



(iv)      usual or regular
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SECTION — C

    WRITING

8.   Send a telegram (in not more than 10 words) to your friend inviting him/her to 

      attend the wedding ceremony of your sister to be held sometimes in the first   

      week of March 2006.
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9. Write a report (in about 120 words) for a newspaper on a road accident using

    the information given below  :





            14    

    Date and time—location—cause of the accident—persons injured—rescue work​—

    blockage by local people—arrival of the police—normalcy restored.
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10.   Write a letter (in about 120 words) to your friend telling him/her how you have

         planned to spend your days after the Madhyamik Examination.

       14

